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Hearing the Word with Understanding

Romans 10:17 (KJV)
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Faith Seed’s

Faith is a vital aspect in the life of every believer in Christ. We live by
faith. We walk by faith. We stand by faith. It is impossible to please God
without faith. So much of a believer’s experience has its roots in faith. So
it is important to understand how that faith comes about: by hearing the
Word of God.

Faith is not something that comes one time all at once. It is a perpetual
flow as we align our hearts and position ourselves to hear the Word of
God. When faith comes, it is accompanied by a confidence, a belief, and
an unshakeable trust in God to act on what God’s Word promised you.
The Bible is forever relevant. Its content is inexhaustible.

Faith and God’s Word are synonymous (John 1:1). The same faith you
have in God is the faith you have in His Word.

The Bible is full of seeds on wisdom, healing, faith, finances, marriage,
parenting, and so on. There is a seed for every need we have in this life.
Just like natural seeds must be planted into the ground, watered, and
nurtured, the seeds from God’s Word must find their way to the spiritual
ground of your heart, be watered, and be nurtured to bring forth fruit.

Heart Soil

Your spirit is the soil. It needs the seeds from the Word of God to
produce the things He desires for you in this life. We must plant the
seeds of God’s Word into our hearts by reading, meditating on, studying,
and speaking God’s Word out of our mouths. “The sower soweth the
Word” (Mark 4:14 KJV). The heart is the ground that receives the Word.
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Jesus spoke of four types of ground in Mark’s gospel (chapter 4). First
there is the wayside soil of a hardened heart. These are distracted,
isolated, or indifferent people who do not allow the seed of the Word to
penetrate their hearts. The Word is heard but not understood, and it is
immediately stolen.

Second is the stony ground of a shallow heart. These individuals receive
the Word with joy, but the moment they experience pressure, they fall
away because they have no root system to keep them grounded. It’s
head knowledge, not heart revelation. They respond emotionally in the
moment but do not last when the storms of life come.

The third type of ground is the thorny ground of a crowded heart. The
Word is choked by the cares, riches, and desires of this life. These
people have the Word competing for its first-place position in their
hearts due to their other priorities.

Last but certainly not least, the good ground of a receptive heart
represents those who hear the Word, understand it, accept it, and bear
fruit. These people are open, ready, and willing to receive. As a result,
their lives change.

A heart that is not prepared to receive the Word will not produce fruit.
Farmers must till the ground, and the production of the harvest is
contingent upon the ground being prepared. In the same way, our hearts
must be aligned and positioned properly to receive the Word. We must
keep things like offense, unforgiveness, strife, bitterness, resentment,
and fear away from the fertile ground of our hearts.

Understanding is Vital

444 Mark 4:15
These are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown.
When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the
word that was sown in their hearts.
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One of the greatest dangers we face as believers is allowing our hearts
to become hardened. A hardened heart has lost its ability to receive. The
Word may be preached clearly and powerfully, yet it just sits on the
surface because there is no softness, no openness, no depth for it to
settle into. Thus, the enemy comes immediately to steal what was sown
before it ever has a chance to take root.

Satan fears you getting an understanding of love, forgiveness, God’s
ability to heal you emotionally, biblical stewardship, and your identity in
Christ. He knows that what you understand can never be taken away
from you. And if you grasp those things fully, you can whip him with the
Word every time!

God’s Word must take root in your spirit before it can become fruit you
bear in your life. If it doesn’t take root, there can be no fruit.

Spiritual hunger isn’t satisfied by just hearing more information; it is
satisfied by laying hold of the revelation of what God is saying. Are you
reading the Bible to understand what you’re reading, or are you reading
to check a box on your duty list? We can gather information and still not
experience transformation. We can attend church regularly and hear the
Word but not be changed by it if we don’t understand what we’re
hearing or are not applying it to our lives. Understanding anchors the
Word in our hearts, protects it from being stolen, and positions it to
produce fruit.

Go Deeper

Decide today to go deeper in your knowledge and understanding of
God’s Word by studying it, meditating on it, and applying it to your life.

Plant the seed of God’s Word in the ground of your heart where it can
grow. Water it with your faith-filled confession. Then watch God increase
and manifest the things you are believing Him for. In all your getting, get
an understanding!
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Summary

4 Faith Seeds - Faith is foundational to the life of a believer. It shapes
how we live, walk, and stand, and it is essential to pleasing God. It
grows as we consistently hear, study, and receive God’s Word.
When faith is present, it produces a deep confidence and
unshakable trust in God and His promises.

4 Heart Soil - Your spiritual heart is the soil that receives the Word of
God, and what is planted there determines what grows in your life.
As you consistently read, meditate on, study, and speak the Word,
you are sowing seeds that produce spiritual fruit. The Word must
be intentionally planted in your heart for it to take root and bring
results.

4 Understanding - Satan fears a disciple of Christ who not only hears
the Word of God but truly understands it. Why? Because that
person can apply what they’ve heard and experience real,
supernatural transformation.

4 Go Deeper - We must commit to growing deeper in our
understanding of God’s Word by studying it, meditating on it, and
applying it daily. As we plant the Word in our hearts, God will bring
growth and manifestation.

Scriptures

4 Proverbs 4:7
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom. And “in all
your getting, get understanding”.

4 Matthew 13:19
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not
understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what
was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.
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4 Mark 4:13-20
He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then
will you understand all the parables? The sower sows the word. And
these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When
they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that
was sown in their hearts. These likewise are the ones sown on stony
ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with
gladness; and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only
for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the
word’s sake, immediately they stumble. Now these are the ones
sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the
cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for
other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the
word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some a hundred.”

4 Romans 10:17
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Talk About It

. Which type of “ground” do you most relate to right now (wayside,
stony, thorny, or good)? Explain your answer. What do you think
needs to change in your heart or habits to allow God’s Word to go
deeper and take root in your life?

2. The Bible has a seed for every need we have in life. What is one
specific need you’re facing right now? [Take a moment and look up
scriptures to support that need.]

J. One of the greatest dangers we face as believers is a hardened
heart. In what ways can you intentionally keep your heart soft and
responsive to God’s voice?
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Weekly Action

This week, identify at least one “thorn” in your life: a care, desire, or
priority that may be competing with God’s Word. Take intentional steps
to realign your priorities so that consistently hearing and receiving the
Word becomes central in your daily life. Remember, hearing the Word
on Sunday is not enough to sustain you for the entire week. Create
space throughout your week to stay rooted, refreshed, and
strengthened by God’s Word.
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Talk About It - Preschool/Elementary

. What is one thing that sometimes takes your attention away from
spending time with God?

What is one simple way you can make time to hear or read God’s
Word this week?
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Talk About It - Middle and High School

. What is one “thorn” in your life right now that might be competing
with your time in God’s Word?

What specific change can you make this week to prioritize hearing
and engaging with God’s Word beyond just on Sunday?
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