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August focus: | Going Places

Friends don’t let differences divide them.

PLUG VERSE OF THE WEEK: [Psalms 133:1 ] How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live
together in unity!

[Bible verses: John 17:20-23, Psalms 133:1, 1 Corinthians 12:12]

Ice Breaker Game:
DISCUSSION:

e Would you say your three closest friends are pretty like you? In what ways are you different?

e Have you ever had (or still have) a friendship with someone different than you? How did that
happen? What was/is that like?

Some friendships never include arguing, and that's great! But honestly, at some point, we will all
experience division in at least one of our friendships. Every friendship is a journey, but what routes
are available when skidding toward division?

John 17: 20-23

Jesus had a lot to say about divisions in relationships. In the Gospel of John, Jesus prayed about
navigating differences and focusing on unity in his longest recorded prayer. Jesus addressed not only the
people surrounding him but also his future followers — us! Jesus performed incredible miracles and
helped many mistreated people, which created quite a following. Unfortunately, these actions, mixed
with his claims about being the son of God, made powerful religious leaders very angry.

A group of religious and political leaders devised a plan to kill Jesus, which he knew about. Even so, in the
last hours of his life, Jesus used his precious final moments to pray for us. Jesus knew that his time on



earth was limited, and there was only so much he could do for a diverse group of followers with many
ideas. He wanted to remind them of what brought them together and unified them.

In his prayer, he didn't focus on differences but on the main purpose of his mission on earth. Jesus
prayed that in the same way he and God were one, everyone would be enveloped in that holy
togetherness. Jesus was praying for everyone indirectly, but he prayed directly to his disciples. They had
been traveling for a few years together, after all, and these were his friends. He had seen their ups and
downs. He prayed they would stick together despite their differences, because they desired to follow
him.

Jesus knew his current disciples and future disciples would disagree, endure tough times, and even
suffer for his cause. In unsteady times, people tend to hold onto their disagreements tightly, but Jesus
prayed that we would feel the unity between him and God.

The unity Jesus prayed for was surrounded by the loving relationship between Jesus and God. This type of
unity means understanding and appreciating differences, backgrounds, and opinions. We don't have to
look and sound the same. We can have our differences and still be united by the love of God.

Connecting Questions:

e Why do you think making friends with people who are different from you is challenging?
e What stands out to you in Jesus' prayer for unity?

e What questions do you have about Jesus' prayer to be one?

General life Questions:
e What’s a good way to overcome boredom?
e ShouldIfeeljealous when I see my friend post pics and hang out with other people?

e How canlovercome my hesitation on making new friends?

Prayer Request
Tithes
Altar Call: Looking to be baptized or rededicate life to God.

Announcements:



